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April 2008
Newsletter Issue 4
Dear Parents/Carers,
Staff Changes
Rita has retired from her role as a Volunteer Playworker at Woodlands. We would like to take this opportunity to wish her a long and happy retirement.
December Holiday Club
Due to the low numbers of children attending, Schools Out will no longer be operating a Holiday Club during the December Holidays. All other Holiday Clubs will continue to run as normal.
Common Assessment Framework
Schools Out staff have attended the launch of the new Common Assessment Framework. The objective of this was for practitioners working with children in the Formby Area to gain an understanding of the Every Child Matters – Change for Children programme, integrated processes and how these new ways of working make a difference to individual practice and ultimately lead to improved outcomes for children and young people. The launch was a starting point and a lot of work is now required to make the changes necessary to implement integrated processes effectively in the area. Managers will be attending further training in April 2008.
Sickness
Diarrhoea and/or vomiting can be caused by a number of different germs including viruses, parasites and bacteria. Symptoms of diarrhoea and/or vomiting can also be spread from person to person, especially in children. It is recommended by the Health Protection Agency that any child with diarrhoea and/or vomiting should stay away from the Club until they have been free of symptoms for forty-eight hours and feel well. We would ask that you adhere to these recommendations.
Dickensian Day

Once again School’s Out will be taking part in Dickensian Day December 2008.  If anyone has any unwanted gifts or toys they wish to donate which we could use as prizes for the tombola we would be very grateful if you could please bring them into your Club.
Tesco Vouchers
Schools Out are now collecting Tesco Computers for Schools vouchers and would gratefully appreciate your support. Any vouchers received will enable us to improve the variety of ICT equipment available to the children. We would be grateful for any vouchers you may have. Just drop them in to any of our Clubs.
Payment of Fees
Please take your payment directly to the Club by the due date. We will only be able to accept cash payments after this date. Failure to pay invoices by the due date will be regarded as breach of contract and may result in the exclusion of your child from Club. However if you are experiencing difficulties in meeting the due date, please contact the Manager of the Club to discuss the problem. If Paying by childcare vouchers, please provide a printout of payment to the Manager of your club so we can monitor the payment.
ICT Grant
We are happy to inform you that School’s Out have successfully applied for an ICT grant from Sefton Early Years and Childcare Service. The grant will enable us to buy various pieces of equipment such as computers, digital camera’s and video camera’s. Staff are currently attending training on various aspects of ICT such as Power Point and Stop Capture Animation, providing them with new skills that they will be able to pass onto the children to enable them to get the most out of the equipment. We are also consulting the children as to the best equipment to buy. If any Parent/Carer has any skills or contacts that could support us in developing the use of the equipment please contact the Manager of the Club.
Job Opportunity

Due to the expansion of our Extended Care provision, School’s Out are recruiting staff to join our friendly and motivated team.

Job Tile – Early Years Practitioner 

Qualifications – Level 2 required, Level 3 desired 

Salary – Dependant on experience and qualifications
Hours of work – To begin: 

Monday, Thursday and Friday 11.15am – 3.15pm

Tuesday and Wednesday 7.50am – 6pm 

As provision expands we plan to extend to 7.50am – 6pm 5 days a week.

Telephone Helen on 07969786308 for further information and an application form.

Holiday Club – Dates for the diary.

Several weeks before each Holiday Club a Programme of Events will be sent to you. Please call into Club to complete a booking form.  Places will be allocated on a first come first served basis.

The Holiday Club is open from 8.00am - 6.00pm on the following dates:

MAY HALF TERM

Tuesday 27th May 2008 – Friday 30th May 2008
SUMMER HOLIDAYS
Monday 21st July 2008 – Friday 29th August 2008 (Closed Bank Holiday 25th August 2008)
Kind Regards
The Woodlands Team. 

As part of our Inclusion Policy, this document is available in Large Print, Braille and Audiotape upon request.
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