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Newsletter Issue 3

Dear Parents/Carers,

Staff Changes

There have been a couple of staff changes this term.  As you are aware Claire Cowling has left School’s Out to spend more time at home with her baby, Carrie Gallagher has taken over as Manager. Alex Hutton has been appointed as Senior Playworker, and is enjoying getting to know the children. Hannah Gallagher continues in her role as Playworker. We continue to be supported by our Volunteer Playworker’s – Rita Smith, Barbara Hall and Lily Smith. Margaret Prentice will be joining the team shortly as a Volunteer Playworker, Val Gallagher continues to oversee Woodlands and St Jerome’s.

Quality Assurance

All four Clubs have been working hard on compiling evidence files for ‘Aiming Higher’ Quality Assurance Kitemark, which is endorsed by the Government as part of Investors in Children.  Trinity St Peters Club has been assessed and is the first After School Club in the country to have received this ‘Aiming Higher’ award. Senior staff members attended a conference in London to receive this.  Our other Clubs are now awaiting their assessments which will take place shortly. 

Non-attendance

Please could we ask that you inform us either in writing or over the phone if your child will not be attending a session.  Can we remind all Parents/Carers that it is their responsibility to inform the Club if your child is sent home from school ill.  If your child is going on an organised trip, which may affect their arrival time into the Club, please inform us in writing.  This will help us to maintain the safety of your child, and minimise time spent by staff trying to ascertain the whereabouts of children.

Invoices

As a non-profit making organisation School’s Out relies on the fee intake to cover running costs.  Can we please remind Parents/Carers that failure to pay invoices by the due date shown will be regarded as a breach of contract and will result in the exclusion of your child from the Club.
Tesco Vouchers

School’s Out are now collecting ‘Computers for Schools’ vouchers and would gratefully appreciate your support, this will help us to improve the variety of computer equipment available to the children.  The closing date for receiving the vouchers is 1st June 2006.

Ofsted

This term we have had our Ofsted inspections at Freshfield, St Jerome’s and Trinity St Peter’s.  All the inspections went well and the staff are now implementing action plans to further improve the Clubs, for the benefit of the children. Woodlands next inspection is due in 12 months time. Woodlands team are working with the new assessment and inspection outcomes to further improve the Club.

Perfect Pets

[image: image2.wmf]School’s Out entered a competition for the children to create their own perfect pet. Congratulations to the several winners throughout the Clubs.  They will have their pictures published in a book along side other After School Club winners from around the UK.  This book will be out on sale from the 31st March 2006. You can order them on the website www.afterschoolClub.net or phone on 01733 898 108.

Easter Holiday Club 

Holiday Club is registered with OFSTED to provide 32 out of school places and currently operates from Trinity St Peter’s C.E. Primary School, Paradise Lane, Formby.  Please find attached a Programme of Events and Booking Form for the Easter Holiday Club.  Places will be allocated on a first come first served basis.

Holiday Club is open from 8.30am – 6.00pm on the following dates:

Monday 10th April – Thursday 13th April 2006

Tuesday 18th April – Friday 21st April 2006

During the Easter Holiday Club we have two planned outings. On the 12th April we are visiting Farmer Ted’s, and on the 20th April the children will be taken to Kids Play in Birkdale where they can have fun in the indoor play areas. 

There is also a special visitor from the Lunch Hour Sandwich bar who will make tasty sandwiches with the help of the children on the 11th April. Other Crafts and Activities will be based around the Easter theme.
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There is a special disco and party being held on Friday 21st April 

between 2-5pm. This afternoon session will be free of charge 

if you have attended any Easter Holiday Club sessions.

Please do not hesitate to ask a member of staff if you have any queries.

Kind Regards

The Woodlands Team

As part of our Inclusion Policy, this document is available in Large Print, Braille and Audio Tape upon request.
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